Developmental Assessment
Psychoeducational Profile-3
The Psychoeducational Profile-Revised (PEP-3) (Schopler, Reichler, Bashford,
Lansing, & Marcus, 1990) offers a developmental approach to the assessment of
children with autism or related developmental disorders. It is an inventory of
behaviors and skills designed to identify uneven and idiosyncratic learning
patterns. The test is most appropriately used with children functioning at or below
the preschool range and within the chronological age range of six months to
seven years. The PEP-3 provides information on developmental functioning in
imitation, perception, fine motor, gross motor, eye-hand integration, cognitive
performance, and cognitive verbal areas. The PEP-3 also identifies degrees of
behavioral abnormality in relating and affect (cooperation and human interest),
play and interest in materials, sensory responses, and language.
The PEP-3 kit consists of a set of toys and learning materials that are presented
to a child within structured play activities. The examiner observes, evaluates, and
records the child's responses during the test. There are 131 developmental and
43 behavioral items on the PEP-3. The total time required to administer and
score these items varies from 2 to 4 hours. Because it is not a test of speed,
variations in total testing time depend on the child's levels of functioning,
cooperation, and any behavior management problems that arise during the
testing situation. It is also important to schedule regular movement, comfort, play
and rest breaks. At the end of the session, the child's scores are distributed
among seven developmental and four behavioral areas. The resulting profiles
depict a child's relative strengths and weaknesses in different areas of
development and behavior. The Developmental Scale tells where a child is
functioning relative to peers. The items on the Behavioral Scale have the
separate, but related, assessment function of identifying responses and
behaviors consistent with a diagnosis of autism. The PEP-3 provides a third and
unique score called emerging. A response scored "emerging" is one that
indicates some knowledge of what is required to complete a task, but not the full
understanding or skill necessary to do so successfully.
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